
Study Skills: 

 
• Buddy Notes: Students who have reading and writing difficulty often have a hard time capturing 

classroom information in their notes. Buddy notes or teacher notes can allow a student to listen 
and comprehend the oral classroom materials and have a written copy of the material to use for 
later study. 
 

• Teacher Notes: This includes copies of the notes the classroom teacher gives as he/she is 
lecturing and the information placed on the board/overhead/projector. 
 

• Mobile Devices:  Such as iPhone, iTouch, or other cellular options for keeping assignments and 
calendars. 
 
 

• Guided Notes:  This is similar to the teacher notes, but key words are left out so as the student 
follows along with the lecture, he/she must fill in what has been left out.  This helps the student 
to keep up with note taking, but also keeps them involved in the learning process 
 

• SOLO: This program integrates the following components: Read: Out Loud, Write: Out Loud, 
Draft: Builder and Co: Writer. The package builds skills across the entire reading and writing 
continuum including reading, writing planning, organizing, revising and editing. 
http://www.donjohnston.com 

o Read: Out Loud: Read Strategically for Comprehension 
The meaning of text does not reside in the words on the page – Meaning is constructed 
in the mind of the reader. Auditory support alone is not sufficient for your students to 
construct meaning. They need to learn and practice effective research-based strategies. 
Read: Out Loud includes research-based reading comprehension strategy guides so 
readers can gain true understanding of concepts in social studies, science and language 
arts. (Language used with permission of Don Johnston Incorporated) 

o Write: Out Loud: Motivates Students to Compose, Revise, and Edit Independently 
Research shows that struggling writers typically do not write enough to effectively 
communicate their message. After they finish composing, their revisions and edits have 
little impact on the text. Write: Out Loud is a program that improves your students’ 
writing through simple and purposeful supports so they can write more and self -assess 
their work. (Language used with permission of Don Johnston Incorporated) 

o Draft: Builder: Build Planning, Organizing, and Draft-Writing Strategies 
For struggling writers, transforming thoughts into purposeful and coherent writing can 
be daunting. They often lack critical strategies such as collecting information, analyzing 
relevant ideas and organizing them into writing. Researchers from the Education 
Development Center (EDC) partnered with Don Johnston Incorporated to solve these 
needs of struggling writers. Using well established research, they developed Draft; 

http://donjohnston.com/catalog/catalog.htm


Builder – A powerful planning, organizing and draft writing program that steps students 
through the writing process. (Language used with permission of Don Johnston 
Incorporated) 

o Co: Writer: Empower Written Self- Expression and Vocabulary 
Most students’ thoughts are much richer than the words and sentences they create. For 
students who struggle to translate ideas into writing, Co: Writer’s linguistic Word 
Prediction, Flex SpellÔ, Topic Dictionaries and vocabulary supports narrow the gap 
between thoughts and written words. The result is that students can effectively express 
their ideas in writing, improve spelling and create coherent sentences. (Language used 
with permission of Don Johnston Incorporated) www.donjohnston.com.   
 

• Kurzweil: Kurzweil 3000 is the premier reading, writing, and learning software for students with 
dyslexia, attention deficit disorder, or other learning difficulties, including physical impairments 
or language learning needs. It allows students with print disabilities to have grade level texts and 
materials to be read to them by the computer enabling them to learn content and meet district 
standards.  Kurzweil has the following features:   
 

 Support for fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, writing, study skills, and test 
taking. 

 A single user interface containing all the tools necessary for academic success. 
 Access to all major digital file formats and printed materials. 
 Allows for individualized instruction as learners can move at their own pace with 

materials that serve their individual needs. 
 Easy-to-use tools for teachers to customize and implement instructional 

supports. 
 Support for all Response to Intervention (RtI) tiers of instruction, special 

education and multi-tiered classrooms. 
 A program anchored upon the principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL).  

http://www.kurzweiledu.com 
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